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In this issue of the newsletter, we reprint articles and ads from the St. 
Helena Star, items we’ve found fun and interesting as we’ve poured 
through the microfilm while doing research.  The story below is from 
November 14, 1902.  The mishap occurred on November 10, 1902. 
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Committee Notes: 

The Collections Committee  coordi-
nates and manages the acquisition of 
new materials.  It generally meets 
on the last Monday of the month at 
9:30am in the library meeting room. 
Current chair of the committee is 
Susanne Salvestrin.  Email her at  
Susanne@salvestrinwinery.com 

The Program Committee plans and 
presents programs and events to 
teach the public about our local his-
tory. If you would like to volunteer 
or want more information, please 
call Mariam Hansen, 963-5748. 

 
Questions?  Comments?   

Call or email the Newsletter editor,  
Kim Farmer, at 963-0630, 
ksfarmer@seedgrain.com 

A Reminder... 
Renewal letters were mailed 
in June.  If you have not al-
ready done so, please renew 

your Historical Society 
membership today using the 

form in this newsletter.  
Thank you! 

June 18, 1886 January 3, 1896 

The Last Shot Fired: 

   New Year’s eve about 9 o’clock 
Messrs. Cavalina and Porta, two Swiss 
citizens, called upon Trustee Forni and 
asked permission to announce the arrival 
of the year 1896 by firing the old town 
cannon.  Mr. Forni told them the gun was 
considered unsafe to handle but upon 
their urging he gave his consent upon the 
condition that they would ask some of 
the other Trustees and Marshal Johnson.  
This was done and when the word be-
came noised about twenty-five or thirty 
men had assembled long before midnight 
to assist in arranging for the noisy recep-
tion of the new year. The water and mud 
was poured out of the cannon and it was 
placed in position, corner Spring street 
and Oak avenue, and given a heavy 
charge.  The crowd then waited for 12 
o’clock when the fuse was lighted and 
the crowd scattered to await the result.  
There was an immense explosion and 
when the men went to look for the can-
non they found only remnants of it scat-
tered about.  A piece weighing twenty-
five pounds was hurled through the base-
ment of Mrs. Potter’s house a hundred 
feet distant.  Another fragment nearly cut 
the limb of a locust tree in two in the 
Windsor hotel lot fully four hundred feet 
away, and a piece weighing five or six 
pounds was picked up in the Presbyterian 
church.  Had the immense missile that 
went through the basement of Mrs. Pot-
ter’s house struck nine inches higher it 
would have gone through the room in 
which Mrs. Potter and Miss Lena Merk 
were sleeping.  As it was there was no 
one injured which was certainly a streak 
of good luck for the beginning of 1896. 

April 26, 1909 



 

 

6-16-1876 
Joe Straus only caught 105 trout in York Canyon Tuesday. He is going back af-
ter the rest soon. 
  
12-7-1877 
Old Grimes is dead, that good old man, 
But Adsit keeps the store, 
Where you can buy your Furniture 
Much cheaper than before. 
  
3-10-1882 
A burning out of Miss McCgeorge's chimney excited a fire alarm Monday morn-
ing. Somebody with a sack of salt fortunately passing rushed up on the roof and, 
pouring it down the chimney, put the fire out. 
  
6-18-1886 
Members of Unity Base Ball Club are highly indignant at the interference of 
some of  the churches, which has lost them their play grounds. They say that this 
will not stop them as Sunday afternoon is the only time they can get together to 
play. From a 
moral point 
of view they 
claim there is 
less harm in 
playing ball 
than indulg-
ing in drink 
the whole 
afternoon.  

Above ad appeared Nov. 24, 1905, 
“Woman’s Power Over Man” ap-

peared  Sep. 15, 1911. 



 

 

 
September 

Sep 1:  Program: historic restoration tour of St. Helena 
Catholic Church, 4:00pm. 
Sep 15:  Board of Directors meeting, 5pm, Library 

Meeting Room. (Open to all members.) 
 

October 
Oct 4:  Program includes lunch at Aetna Springs Club-
house Restaurant and a visit to an abandoned mine at 
Aetna Springs Road. See below for more info. 
Oct 20:  Board of Directors meeting, 5pm, Library 

Meeting Room. (Open to all members.) 
 
 

 
November 

Nov 7: Saturday, at1pm, Annual Cemetery Tour: Fa-
mous Women:  Fannie Pritchard Schneider, civil war 
nurse; Sarah Chase Bourn, pioneer settler; Hannah 
Weinberger, first woman winery owner; Clarice Vance, 
black jazz singer; Lola Grace Mackinder, publisher of 
The Star; Ivy Loeber, founder of NCHS.  We’re looking 
for more“actors” to portray these women.  Please call 
our voicemail if you’d like to help.   
Nov 17:  Board of Directors meeting, 5pm, Library 

Meeting Room. (Open to all members.) 
December 

Dec 8:  Christmas Potluck: 6pm location and details in 
the next newsletter. 

CALENDAR 

Mission Statement 
The St. Helena Historical Society is a public educational organization. Its mission is to collect, 
preserve, exhibit, and provide access to historical materials of all kinds from our community as 
well as to promote public awareness and participation in the collection of such materials. 

St. Helena Historical Society 
P.O. Box 87 
St. Helena, CA 94574 

Call our voicemail to reserve a space: 707-967-5502.   

ST. HELENA  
HISTORICAL  

SOCIETY  
Presents: 

Lunch & Mining 
Tour 

In Pope Valley 

Sunday,  October 4 
11:00 am 

Aetna Springs Club-
house Restaurant 

Join us at 11am for a social 
hour, followed by a catered 
lunch at noon.  After lunch 

we’ll tour an abandoned mine 
on Aetna Springs Road and 
hear about the thriving min-

ing industry that once existed 
here.  Details about the cost 
of lunch and how to make 

reservations will follow. 


